[image: ED]
ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΔΗΜΟΚΡΑΤΙΑ
ΥΠΟΥΡΓΕΙΟ ΠΟΛΙΤΙΣΜΟΥ ΚΑΙ ΑΘΛΗΤΙΣΜΟΥ
ΓΡΑΦΕΙΟ ΤΥΠΟΥ
------









Athens, 20 December 2022


Repatriation of the Epikrates funerary stele in Greece from the United Kingdom

Today, the Minister of Culture and Sports, Lina Mendoni, presented to the Epigraphic Museum a funerary stele, which had been identified in an auction catalogue in the United Kingdom and was repatriated, following the actions of the Ministry of Culture and the competent Directorate of Documentation and Protection of Cultural Goods. 

As Minister of Culture and Sports Lina Mendoni said: "The Ministry of Culture, especially in recent years, attaches great importance to the repatriation of any cultural property that is inextricably linked to our country. This policy that the Archaeological Service follows consistently and systematically, with a commitment to the repatriation of antiquities, has yielded very significant results. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no universal rule that can be followed in all cases of repatriation. Each case of return and repatriation of cultural property is individual and is dealt with on an ad hoc basis. Each ancient work of art that is illegally outside the Greek territory must be examined on the basis of the data available to the Service. In the specific case of the funerary stele, the documentation was available and the stele was returned exactly one year later. Other claims often do not have a happy ending, precisely because the necessary evidence to substantiate the origin and the illegal act itself is not available. Each case requires an individual approach. I would like to thank the Directorate of Documentation and Protection of Cultural Goods for its contribution to every single repatriation and I hope that next year we will have even more cultural property returns and successes for the Ministry and its Services."
As the Head of the Directorate of Documentation and Protection of Cultural Goods, Vasso Papageorgiou, said: "The inscribed marble funerary stele of the 4th century BC, which ends in a simple triangular pediment, was identified in the online auction catalogue of Christie's auction house, scheduled for December 8, 2021. During an inspection of that auction, the stele was identified by a Department archaeologist and was flagged as suspect. Further research showed that the funerary stele of the auction was a product of illegal trafficking from the Greek territory, as it is identical to an object that appears in three photographs directly linked to illicit activities (the photographs were part of a seized photographic archive -Becchina archive- in the possession of the Department since 2006). The most important element, however, decisive for the success of the claim was the following: the inscribed funerary stele was included in the list of movable monuments for which, the antiquities dealer had been declared guilty for appropriating them illegally (the relevant judgment was given by the Appeal Court of Athens in 2017 and it became irrevocable in 2020).
Following months of discussions/negotiations between the representatives of the Auction House (who were also appointed as representatives of the alleged owners), and the Greek side, represented by the Police Liaison Officer of the Greek Embassy in London, Ms Elisabeth Toufa, and with the valuable assistance of the Art and Antiques Unit of the Metropolitan Police of London and the instructions of the Ministry of Culture through the Directorate of Documentation and Protection of Cultural Goods, the owners of the stele eventually agreed to hand it over to the Greek State voluntarily.

The funerary stele, a work of an Attic workshop of the 4th century BC, is made of white fine-grained Pentelic marble. It is 88 cm high, 37-35 cm wide and 10 cm thick. It is topped by a free triangular pediment that once bore painted floral decoration. A horizontal painted band also delineated the kanon at the base of the pediment. The transition from the pediment to the main part of the stele is achieved by an Ionic cyma, which was also painted. 
On the main part of the stele there is a relief loutrophoros-amphora, the handles of which are completed outside the space of the representation. The details of the handles would also be rendered in paint. Above the vase, the name of the deceased, in memory of whom the stele was made, is engraved: 'Epikrates'. Between the letters there are traces of letters from an earlier inscription, erased in order to accommodate the reuse of the monument. On the belly of the vase, two figures are depicted in low relief in the gesture of reception (dexiosis), typical of funerary iconography. They both step on a shallowly carved ground line. The woman seated on a chair with curved legs (klismos) to the left of the figure shakes hands with a young, unmarried, beardless man standing upright in front of her. The man, according to the inscription, should be identified with 'Epikrates'. 
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